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TAGS: PINT MASS LE 


Message Text 


SUBJECT: REPORTS OF THEFTS OF U.S. SUPPLIED M-16S 


1 . ASSUME EMBASSY WILL BE LOOKING FURTHER INTO PAUL 
MOLINEAUX'S REPORT OF HIS FEB 22 CONVERSATION WITH PAK- 
RADOUNI, IN WHICH THE LATTER SAYS THAT U.S. M-16S WERE 
STOLEN FROM THE FAYYADIYAH TROOPS AND ARE BEING SOLD BY 
MEMBERS OF PHALANGE. IF TRUE AND DEPENDING ON EXPLANATION, 
IT COULD MAKE IT HARD FOR US TO PROVIDE SATISFACTORY ASSUR- 
ANCES TO CONGRESS AND OTHERS THAT U.S. EQUIPMENT CAN BE 
PROTECTED AND WILL NOT BE DIVERTED. 


2. OUR UNDERSTANDING, BASED ON DATT'S REPORTING, IS THAT 
IN DEC. KHOURY GAVE 600 M-16S TO THE FAYYADIYAH RECRUITS 
AND 600 TO COLONEL MAZBOUTI'S MUSLIM TROOPS AT HENRI 
SHEHAB BARRACKS, LEAVING 3800 OF THE 5000 WE DELIVERED IN 
SECRET 


SECRET 


PAGE 02 STATE 052825 


NOVEMBER IN STORAGE. 


3. EQUALLY IMPORTANT, HOW DO WE STAND ON OTHER EQUIPMENT, 
I.E. APCS? VANCE 
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